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Abstract

Territorial governance has been given different definitions across the academic spectrum; however, it is considered a 
unit of analysis, an essential subject of study for f regional economic development strategies. Not in vain has it become 
a field of interest for social scientists in the last few years. The purpose of this research is to analyze the body of 
literature developed around territorial governance, identifying its growth over time, the countries more academically 
interest in it, the most relevant authors, fundamental characteristics of territorial governance as described per cluster, 
recurring terms, and future research lines. To meet this study’s objective, we applied a bibliometric analysis to the 
literature, for which 276 documents retrieved from the Web of Science were examined. The results suggest that the 
field of territorial governance has grown during the last six years, and Brazil, a Latin American country, is among the 
five regions with the highest production on the subject. It is observed that the topics of most significant interest have 
revolved around how territorial governance is related to the development of the territory and territorial policy. Future 
research should be aimed at integrating water resources management and land use planning in order to promote a 
sustainable territorial future, i.e., territorial sustainability.  
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Resumen 

La gobernanza territorial ha tomado diferentes 
definiciones en el espectro académico, sin embargo, 
se considera como unidad de análisis, un elemento 
importante de estudio para la estrategia del desarrollo 
económico regional, no en vano, se ha configurado 
como un campo de interés para los científicos sociales 
en los últimos años. El propósito de esta investigación es 
analizar el cuerpo de literatura desarrollada alrededor 
de la gobernanza territorial, identificando la tendencia 
de crecimiento en el tiempo, países con mayor interés 
académico, autores más relevantes, características 
fundamentales de la gobernanza territorial descritas en 
clúster, coocurrencia de términos y finalmente, líneas 
futuras de investigación. Para cumplir el objetivo de este 
estudio se emplea un análisis bibliométrico de la literatura, 
para ello, se examinaron 276 documentos extraídos de 
Web of Science. Los resultados sugieren que el campo de 
la gobernanza territorial viene creciendo en los últimos 
seis años, y Brasil, país Latinoamericano, se ubica dentro 
de las cinco regiones con mayor producción. Se observa 
que los tópicos de mayor interés han girado en cómo la 
gobernanza territorial se relaciona con el desarrollo del 
territorio, y la política territorial. La investigación futura 
debe estar dirigida a la integración entre la gestión de 
los recursos hídricos y la planificación del uso del suelo, 
con el fin de propiciar un futuro territorial sostenible, la 
sostenibilidad territorial. 

Palabras clave: Análisis bibliométrico, 
Gobernanza territorial, Administración territorial,                      

Planificación regional.

1. Introduction
Governance is a term that has been 

used in different contexts, which is why it 
has been given a variety of meanings and 
has become more relevant in recent years. 
Its origin dates back to institutional and 
regulation economics, whose objective was 
to facilitate public authorities’ regulatory 
and intervention processes and enable 
decision-making by other social agents or 
stakeholders (Dasi, 2008). Subsequently, the 
concept transitioned from economic science 
to political science and administration, 
fostering more inclusive management, which 
has led the concept to acquire several 
meanings. 

Governance is the process whereby citizens 
collectively solve their problems and respond 
to society’s needs, employing government as 
the instrument to carry out their task (Rosas-
Ferrusca, Calderón-Maya, and Campos-
Alanís, 2012). According to Ferrão (2013), 
governance corresponds to “the association 

of public, semi-public or private entities 
that cooperate on a volunteer base through 
horizontal relations and associations” (p. 
259). Socio-economic changes, such as 
the forsaking of agricultural activities, 
progressive urbanization, and economic 
restructuring, have led to a multiplicity of 
territory levels (global or supranational, 
national, regional, local), which triggers 
coordination problems and entails new 
stakeholders (Ferreiro and Sousa, 2018). 
However, for authors such as Blanco and Gomá 
(2002), the difficulties in governing have 
arisen on four main accounts: (i) decreased 
certainty of knowledge, (ii) decreased 
authority, (iii) increased externalization of 
decisions, and (iv) increased heterogeneity 
in citizens’ preferences. Therefore, there 
is a greater plurality of stakeholders and 
socially interested parties at the time of 
governing in order to process and solve 
problems relevant to society. In this way, it is 
possible to determine that regardless of what 
causes government complexity, different 
theorists have identified new stakeholders’ 
participation in governing as the main 
consequence. It should be noted that this is 
one of the greatest concerning governance-
related issues among researchers, which is 
why it has been considered pertinent for the 
different studies to focus on what is commonly 
known as territorial governance, a concept 
that dates back to the early 1990s.

Conceptually, territorial governance is 
a “set of existing or potential relationships 
and interactions between enterprises and 
institutions in a territory that determines 
their collective model for functioning and 
economic development” (Neto, 2007, p. 11). 
The territorial governance structure that is 
coherent for economic development consists 
of public policies geared to territorial 
needs and a multilevel governance system 
responsible for managing the cooperation 
of different stakeholders and participatory 
mechanisms (Delamaza and Thayer, 2016). 
On the other hand, Dasi (2008) defines 
territorial governance as the “practice 
of organizing the multiple relations that 
characterize the interactions between the 
various stakeholders present in the territory” 
(p. 15). Interested parties or stakeholders 
(public, private or mixed-nature) operating 
the different echelons or territorial levels 
achieve association from an institutional 
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fabric, which, in other words, consists of public 
policies aimed at territorial development. 
That is why governance sets standards of 
behavior to be adopted by the stakeholders 
within the processes and structures of public 
affairs (Enderlein, Wälti, and Zürn, 2010). 

While varied research has been developed 
on territorial governance in the fields of 
economic, social, and administrative sciences 
at the national and international levels, there 
are few studies wherein a useful literature 
review is carried out that determines the 
state of the art of the subject. Therefore, the 
research aims to determine the scientific 
activity on territorial governance through a 
bibliometric analysis.

2. Research methodology 
A bibliometric analysis on the subject of 

“Territorial Governance,” as a state-of-the-
art tool in this, is fundamental. According 
to Rodríguez, Alcaide, and Cobo (2018), a 
bibliometric analysis is defined as one of 
the most common and accepted methods 
for literature review, as it is valued as a 
tool to determine scientific evolution and 
productivity, as well as for measuring the 
quality of the research in a given field. 
Similarly, for authors such as Gao, Huang, 
and Wang (2018), bibliometrics consists of a 
quantitative analysis based on statistics and 
uses literature to evaluate a thematic field’s 
development. The bibliometric analysis 
consists of two techniques: bibliometric 
performance indicators and scientific 
mapping. The first technique determines 
the productivity of authors, journals, and 
countries in the field of study. Simultaneously, 
scientific mapping allows the generation 
of bibliometric networks for bibliographic 
coupling and co-occurrence of terms. Both 
techniques make it possible to understand 
how documents, authors, and keywords 

relate to each other and identify areas and 
trends for future research (Terán, Marín, 
Casado, and Capobianco, 2019).

The multidisciplinary Web of Science 
(WOS)database is the source of information 
used for this study, which contains 12,000 
internationally recognized influential 
academic journals for the academic 
community (Huang, Zhou, Lv, and Chen, 2019). 
A total of 276 papers were identified dated up 
to January 2020 using search thesauri such 
as “Territorial Governance,” “Territorial 
Management,” “Territorial Planning,” and 

“Regional Planning.” No additional restrictions 
were applied to the search because we wanted 
to attain as many documents available on 
the subject as available. In this way, the 
following search equation was determined: 
ALL FIELDS: (“Territorial Governance”) OR 
ALL FIELDS: (“Territorial Management”) 
AND ALL FIELDS: (“Territorial Planning” OR 
“Regional Planning”). 

Figure 1 shows the methodological process 
proposed by Rodríguez, Osorio, and Peláez 
(2020), used for this analysis. 

Finally, the following aspects were 
analyzed using the information obtained 
from the database: the (i) evolution of 
scientific production over time, (ii) scientific 
productivity by country/journal/author and 
impact, (iii) papers with the highest number 
of citations and (iv) analysis of bibliographic 
coupling bibliometrics networks and co-
occurrence of terms.

3. Results and analysis 

3.1. Evolution of scientific production 
Graph 1 shows the scientific evolution 

of territorial governance, showing that the 
first article was published in 2002 under 

Selection of 
databases

Definition of 
Search 

Thesauri
Analysis of 
information

Information 
downloading 

Bibliometric 
report

Figure 1. Methodological research process

Source: Rodríguez et al. (2020).
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the title “Maintaining a distinctive public 
administration: The Isle of Man civil service 
since 1962”, which presents the case of study 
of the United Kingdom and the British Isles 
and their territorial governance transforming 
account of the Belfast Agreement, which 
established new intergovernmental 
structures (Carmichael, 2002). Similarly, it 
has been identified that the annual production 
of literature was minimal in the early stages 
of the research (2002-2006). Subsequently, 
substantial growth in scientific production 

occurred in the last six years, as 74% of 
papers have been published in that period 
(2014-2020), indicating academics’ interest 
in focusing their research on the subject.

3.2. Scientific production by country
The first five countries on the list 

represent over 59% of all publications 
relating to Territorial Governance, as shown 
in Table 1. It is important to note that both 
developed (France, Spain, England, USA, 

Graph 1. Evolution of scientific production on Territorial Governance

Source: Web of Science, 2020.

Table 1. Scientific production by country on Territorial Governance
Country Articles Country Articles Country Articles
France 50 Sweden 5 Serbia 2
Spain 43 Wales 5 Algeria 1
Italy 28 Chile 4 Austria 1

England 23 Argentina 3 Cameroon 1
Brazil 21 Australia 3 Ecuador 1

Portugal 16 Finland 3 Iceland 1
USA 16 India 3 Indonesia 1

Netherlands 14 Ireland 3 Latvia 1
Poland 10 Northern Ireland 3 New Zealand 1
Canada 8 Russia 3 Norway 1

Colombia 8 Slovakia 3 Pakistan 1
Germany 7 Belgium 2 Peru 1

Switzerland 7 Denmark 2 Romania 1
Hungary 6 Estonia 2 Slovenia 1

Czech Republic 5 Greece 2 South Korea 1
Mexico 5 Scotland 2 Tunisia 1

Source: Web of Science, 2020.
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etc.) and developing countries (Brazil, 
Colombia, Mexico, Chile, etc.) have shown a 
great interest in the issue. It should be noted 
that there are 8 Latin American countries 
with publications, mainly Brazil, ranking 
5th among the most productive countries, 
with 21 papers. Similarly, Latin America 
must develop research in this field because 
these countries have the most significant 
difficulties in incorporating and allowing 
social actors’ participation; there is a limited 
capacity to resolve conflicts, which generates 
governance-related problems and increases 
uncertainty (Delamaza and Thayer, 2016). 

3.3 Journals with the highest scientific 
production

Table 2 shows the 13 journals with the 
highest number of publications, containing 
about 30% of all papers. The Bulletin of the 
Association of Spanish Geographers is the 
highest-yielding journal. It encompasses 
papers from social and experimental sciences, 
which present studies relating to territorial 
processes. Currently, its JCR classification is 
Q2. On the other hand, the journal European 
Planning Studies is the second highest-
yielding journal, which contains research 
related to spatial development processes and 
policies in Europe, and its JCR classification 
is Q3. 

Among the 13 most productive journals, 
four are in the Q2-JCR category, 3 in the Q3-
JCR classification, 2 in the Q4-JCR, and one 
is rated Q1-JCR. Also, three journals are 
unclassified. It can be inferred that a large 
share of the journals is mid-impact within 
the selected sample.

3.4. Scientific production by authors
The 13 authors with the highest number 

of documents on territorial governance 
research encompass approximately 16% of 
scientific production on the matter (Table 3). 
It should be noted that the author with the 
highest number of papers is Furmankiewicz 
with five publications, followed by Torre 
(sharing the same number of papers- 5), and 
Chia with four papers. Finally, it is essential 
to mention that many authors have a single 
publication on the subject.

Table 2. Journals with the highest scientific 
production on Territorial Governance

Journal Articles JCR
Bulletin of the Association of 
Spanish Geographers 15 Q2

European Planning Studies 14 Q3
Developpement Durable 
Territoires 6 N/A

Disp 6 Q4
Regional Studies 6 Q2
Revue d’economie Regionale et 
Urbaine 6 N/A

Sustainability 6 Q2
Eure - Latin American Journal of 
Regional Urban Studies 5 Q4

Land Use Policy 5 Q1
Cahiers Agricultures 4 Q3
International Review of 
Administrative Sciences 4 Q2

Ter es Tarsadalom 4 N/A
Tijdschrift Voor Economische en 
Sociale Geografie 4 Q3

Source: Web of Science, 2020.

Table 3. Authors with the highest scientific 
production on Territorial Governance

No. Authors Articles
1 Furmankiewicz M 5
2 Torre A 5
3 Chia E 4
4 Castanho RA 3
5 Cotella G 3
6 Evans A 3
7 Hersperger AM 3
8 Macken-Walsh A 3
9 Medeiros E 3

10 Oliveira E 3
11 Rey-Valette H 3
12 Rivolin UJ 3
13 Sandford M 3

Source: Web of Science, 2020.

Below are the most studied topics by the 
three authors with the highest production in 
the field:

3.4.1. Furmankiewicz: Rural development 
and Poland. The five research projects this 
author undertook focused on Poland and 
mainly on rural development in this region. 
The importance of generating different 
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initiatives, such as the European Union’s 
LEADER program, has been identified to 
support different rural development projects 
being implemented in Poland; however, it 
was evident that Poland’s rural governance is 
irregular. Therefore, it became clear that the 
country’s rural governance is irregular and 
requires the support of territorial policies 
and cross-sectoral partnerships to improve 
the different rural areas (Furmankiewicz, 
Janc, and Macken-Walsh, 2016).

3.4.2. Torre: Land use conflicts and 
Latin America. This author has developed 
two-way studies. On the one hand, research 
was conducted on the land-use conflict in 
the Greater Paris Region, which is linked 
to a collective effort to prevent and manage 
urbanization’s negative impacts (Torre and 
Darly, 2013; Darly and Torre, 2013). On the 
other hand, this author has conducted studies 
on territorial governance focused on two 
Latin American countries: Brazil and Chile. 
The research focused on Brazil was carried 
out within the framework of the “Territories 
of Citizenship” program, whose main 
challenge was that great distances hindered 
interaction between stakeholders, so it was 
sought to implement specific measures that 
promote and strengthen communication 
(Polge and Torre, 2017). Concerning Chile’s 
case, the country’s context and socio-political 
projects, territorialization mechanisms, and 
territorial intervention tools are examined 
(Gallardo, Lukas, Stamm, and Torre, 2019). 

3.4.3. Chia: Ecological intensification. 
The research carried out by the author is 
focused on different topics; however, the 
study developed on ecological intensification 
is the most impacting since this is a new 
concept in the field of agriculture, which 
proposes a double challenge for agricultural 
systems: maintaining enough production to 

meet populations’ needs and respecting the 
environment (Aubin et al. (2017). 

3.5. Most cited papers
Table 4 presents the papers with the 

highest number of citations on the subject 
of territorial governance. The paper 
titled Soil erosion risk scenarios in the 
Mediterranean environment using RUSLE 
and GIS: An application model for Calabria 
(southern Italy) has 125 citations. This paper 
addresses Calabria’s case (southern Italy) as 
it is a high-erosion region, where the RUSLE 
model has been implemented to evaluate 
average soil loss per year. That model also 
allows comparing territory erosion through 
scenarios maps that make it is possible 
to identify high-risk areas, and, in turn, 
offer territorial planning authorities the 
implementation of prevention and control 
measures to reduce environmental damage 
and the costs involved (Newfoundland, 
Antronico, Coscarelli, and Iaquinta, 2009). 
On the other hand, The polycentric state: New 
spaces of empowerment and engagement? is 
the second most cited paper (78 citations), 
which states that the government of the new 
Labour, a historical period of the British 
Labour Party (led by Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown), has radically reformed the territorial 
governance structure of the United Kingdom 
by diverting its image as the most centralized 
(hierarchical) state of the European Union, 
to build the foundations of a polycentric 
state, where there are multiple centers of 
democracy (Morgan, 2007). Lastly, the third 
most cited paper on territorial governance 
is called A theory of institutional change: 
illustrated by Dutch city-provinces and 
Dutch land policy, with 74 citations, wherein 
it is evident that spatial planning processes 
influence institutional change.

Table 4. Most cited papers
Article Authors Year Citations

Soil erosion risk scenarios in the Mediterranean 
environment using RUSLE and GIS: An application model 
for Calabria (southern Italy)

Terranova, O.; Antronico, L.; Coscarelli, 
R.; Iaquinta, P. 2009 125

The polycentric state: New spaces of empowerment and 
engagement? Morgan, K 2007 78

A theory of institutional change: illustrated by Dutch city-
provinces and Dutch land policy Buitelaar, E; Lagendijk, A; Jacobs, W 2007 74

De facto, displaced, tacit: The sovereign articulations of the 
Tibetan Government-in-Exile McConnell, F 2009 55
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3.6. Bibliometric networks
The data retrieved from the Web of 

Science were processed in the VOSViewer 
software in order to generate bibliometric 
networks for bibliographic coupling and co-
occurrence of terms. VosViewer is a widely 
used software for elaborating bibliometric 
analysis, as it allows to graphically represent 
and visualize large easy-to-interpret maps 
(Van Eck and Waltman, 2010). 

3.6.1. Bibliographic coupling network by 
paper. Figure 2 represents the coupling 
bibliometric network by articles. Bibliometric 
mapping identified seven groups or clusters, 
with a total of 53 articles, each corresponding 
to a different color. The red group groups 
the largest number of papers (12), which 
address two great-importance issues for 

territorial governance: spatial planning and 
institutional change.

On the other hand, the distance between 
two elements in a bibliometric network 
indicates the relationship force; that is, the 
elements closest to each other are more 
closely related than distant papers (Waltman 
and Van Eck, 2019). That is why the light blue 
cluster accounts for research topics or areas 
not close to the other clusters.

Below, Table 5 shows in a clear and 
detailed way the different groupings or 
clusters generated by the bibliographic 
coupling network. 

Likewise, a brief description of each 
cluster was developed to identify topics in 
common and potential research areas:

Territorial governance for sustainable development: state of 
affairs and agenda Dasi, J 2008 49

European Integration and Spatial Rescaling in the Baltic 
Region: Soft Spaces, Soft Planning and Soft Security Stead, D 2014 42

The Rise of Territorial Governance in European Policy Stead, D 2014 42
Conflicts over farmland use and the dynamics of agri-urban 
localities in the Greater Paris Region: An empirical analysis 
based on daily regional press and field interviews

Darly, S; Torre, A 2013 39

Comprehensive consideration of conflicts in the land-use 
planning process: a conceptual contribution

Hersperger, A.; Ioja, C; Steiner, F; 
Tudor, C 2015 35

The search for territorial fixes in subnational governance: 
City-regions and the disputed emergence of post-political 
consensus in Manchester, England

Deas, L 2014 34

Territorial governance in the making. Approaches, 
methodologies, practices

Davoudi, S.; Evans, N.; Governa, F.; 
Santangelo, M. 2008 30

Territories in action, territories for action: The territorial 
dimension of Italian local development policies Governa, F; Salone, C 2004 29

Integration and Control: The Governing of Urban 
Marginality in Western Europe Uitermark, J 2014 28

Source: Web of Science, 2020.

Figure 2. Bibliographic coupling network by document

Source: Authors’ own elaboration based on Web of Science records, 2020.
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Cluster 1: European Spatial Planning and 
Institutional Change. This cluster consists of 
different studies aimed at spatial planning 
(ESP) in different European countries, such 
as Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Holland, and 
Italy. For authors such as Adams, Cotella, 
and Nunes (2013), changes in institutional 
structures have been aimed at linking 
countries with new market-based realities, 
such as cuts in state resources, dissolution 
of territorial governance structures, among 
others. Therefore, institutional change is 
regarded as an object of spatial planning 
(Buitelaar, Lagendijk, and Jacobs, 2007); 
in turn, ESP is held as a learning machine. 
Thus, the way is given to new stakeholder or 
communities of territorial knowledge, such 
as the epistemic communities that include 
politicians, professionals, academics, and 
researchers, who seek to support policy 
development and build a European scientific 
community around the field of territorial 
development (Cotella and Rivoli, 2011). 

Cluster 2: Conflicts in Land Use. Conflicts 
over the use of agricultural land is the central 
topic addressed by the authors of this cluster. 
The expansion of urban areas has disturbed 

agricultural landscapes, causing friction and 
conflicts between agricultural activities and 
industrial activities and the different economic 
and social groups (residents, farmers, etc.), 
this way changing social dynamics in rural 
areas (Darly and Torre, 2013). Hersperger, 
Loja, Steiner, and Tudor (2015) ascertain that 
land-use conflicts focus on who must retain 
control over the land, who has the right to 
participate in its management, and on the 
social and environmental impacts brought 
about by its new use, and spatial planning is 
used as the tool for negotiating such conflicts 
and enabling community communication and 
participation. Finally, a study conducted by 
Di Palma, Amato, Nolè, Martellozzo, and 
Murgante (2016) has provided local and 
professional authorities with the necessary 
tools to implement monitoring schemes 
on land use, which encourage sustainable 
territorial governance. 

Cluster 3: Sustainable Territorial 
Development. Sustainable territorial 
development is one of the favorite fields 
for applying the new forms of territorial 
governance, with this subject being the 
most researched by this cluster’s authors. 

Table 5. Clusters of the bibliographic coupling bibliometric network by document
53 items (7 clusters)

Cluster 1 (12 items) Cluster 2 (11 items)
Adams (2014) Rivolin (2010) Darly (2013) Oueslati (2011)

Buitelaar (2007) Salet (2006) Di palma (2016) Ramon Molina (2016)
Cotella (2011 Santinha (2010) Fularn (2012) Rey-Valette (2016)
F)inka (2015) Stead (2012) Hersperger (2015) Tritsch (2015)

Muldoon-smith (2015) Stead (2014ª) Hersperger (2018) Voets (2006)
Raagmaa (2014) Stead (2016) Magsi (2014)

Cluster 3 (8 items) Cluster 4 (7 items)
Dasi (2008) Hauswirth (2003) Cheshire (2015) Furmankiewicz (2014)

Davoudi (2008) Romero (2011) Dallara (2012) Furmankiewicz (2016)
Fernandez – tabales (2017) Tubilewicz (2015) Esparcia (2015) Maurel (2008)

Governa (2004) Zanon (2010) Furmankiewicz (2012)
Cluster 5 (7 items) Cluster 6 (4 items)

Faludi (2008) Mcconnell (2009) Medeiros (2013) Medeiros (2017) 
Grove (2015) Mukerji (2011) Medeiros (2014a) Medeiros (2014b)

Gustafsson (2017) Uitermark (2014)
Larson (2012)

Cluster 7 (4 items)
Brown (2017) Deas (2014)

Carmichael (2003) Morgan (2007)
Source: Authors’ own elaboration based on Web of Science records, 2020.
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According to Dasi (2008), sustainable 
development consists of a new sound 
management model that seeks to exploit 
resources efficiently, which came about 
from the triggering of different problems 
(such as climate change, accelerated 
urbanization, loss of heritage values, etc.). 
On the other hand, it has been sustained that 
sustainable development needs to ensure 
equal opportunities for people and preserve 
the environment, culture, and values of a 
territory (Zanon, 2010). 

Cluster 4: LEADER program. The studies 
addressed by this cluster’s authors’ main 
topic of research is the Community initiative 
Liaison Entre Actions de Développement de 
l’Économie Rurale (LEADER). According 
to Esparcia, Escribano, and Serrano (2015), 
the LEADER pilot program was aimed at the 
economic development of rural areas and 
improving governance and democratization 
in local societies. Similarly, the LEADER 
program’s territorial development consisted 
of a bottom-up model, which intended to 
initiate development from the subjects and 
their cultures (Maurel, 2008). Therefore, 
in order to stimulate the participation and 
social inclusion of other stakeholders, it 
became relevant to provide benefits, financial 
incentives, and teaching tools; however, 
the private sector’s and local inhabitants’ 
participation in the program was limited 
(Furmankiewicz, 2011).

Cluster 5: European Integration. In this 
cluster, the authors conducted research 
aimed at European integration at the political, 
economic, social, and cultural levels. On 
the one hand, Faludi (2008) ascertains 
that “the European Union should not be 
seen as a developing state or a federation 
under formation, but as a learning machine 
promoting European integration” (p. 1470). 
Similarly, in the research developed by 
Uitermark (2014), integration is conceived 
as an instrument for social, territory, and 
different stakeholders control within the 
framework of governance.

Cluster 6: Cohesion Policy. The four 
investigations that make up this cluster are 
directly related to an issue of relevance to 
the European Union (EU), and it is Cohesion 
Policy, which was incorporated in 1989. 
As per Medeiros (2013), the European 

integration process has been supported by its 
Cohesion Policy, which is considered the EU’s 
central investment policy, in order to support 
economic growth, sustainable development, 
and the improvement of the people’s quality 
of life. Years later, the same theoretician 
determined the main positive impacts of such 
a Cohesion Policy in most areas of territorial 
development in Europe (Medeiros, 2014 a, b, 
2017), which will be outlined below: 

Socio-economic impacts: Social policies 
and vocational training support through 
employment and training policies were 
introduced. There was economic support for 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
at the economic level, and employment 
generation was encouraged.

Environmental impacts: improvement 
in environment-related infrastructures 
(drinking water supply, waste treatment, 
recycling, etc.)

Impacts on territorial governance: 
development of mechanisms and instruments 
to ensure a more rational and inclusive 
regional policy. 

Cluster 7: Urban-rural Interface. Finally, 
this cluster’s theorists have been responsible 
for studying the urban-rural interface in a 
hybrid way, thus providing more effective 
governance and allowing spatial integration. 
According to Brown and Shucksmith (2017), 
the urban-rural interface should not be 
considered as an interdependent space that 
separates urban and rural life, but as an area 
that encourages interaction between people 
and urban and rural communities. 

3.6.2. Bibliometric network of co-
occurrence of terms. On the other hand, an 
analysis of the terms in the publications can 
provide information on the main research 
topics or territorial governance trends. 
Figure 3 shows the bibliometric network of 
co-occurrence of terms, with the information 
from the 7 clusters or groupings, each 
corresponding to a different color. The red 
cluster is the broadest, and it groups terms 
relating to governance in the European 
territory, such as partnership, cooperation, 
fund, European Union, Europe, Poland, and 
Hungary. On the other hand, the orange 
cluster is the smallest and consists of recent 
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Figure 3. Bibliometric network of co-occurrence of terms

Source: Authors’ own elaboration based on Web of Science records, 2020.

Table 6. Most recurring terms
N° Term Occurrence

1 Desarrollo/ Development 164

2 Área / Area 145

3 Política / Policy 138

4 Región / Region 129

5 Sistema / System 117

6 Territorio / Territory 110

7 Estado / State 90

8 Nivel / Level - Actor / Actor 77

9 Cambio / Change 74

10 Cooperación / Cooperation - 
Proyecto / Project

60

Source: Authors’ own elaboration based on                              
Web of Science records, 2020.

terms in the subject of territorial governance, 
such as resilience and sustainability.

The size of the bibliometric network’s 
circles makes it is possible to determine 
that the terms with the highest degree of 
occurrence in the field are development, area, 
policy, region, system, territory, state, level, 
actor, change, cooperation, and project. Also, 
Table 6 shows the number of occurrences of 
each term. 

The term development is the most recurring 
with 164 appearances. It refers to a process of 
development that applies to different aspects 
in the field of territorial governance, such as 
urban, rural, sustainable, tourism, territorial 
and local, and participatory development, 
among others.  
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On the other hand, “area” is the second 
most-recurring word (145 appearances) 
and is responsible for delimiting the place 
where a particular study is carried out, with 
the different metropolitan areas of Europe 
those that agglomerate much research on 
territorial governance.

The concept of policy is ever-present 
in the studies because development plans 
entail territorial policies. Also, territorial 
governance has been interpreted as an 
increasingly significant element in achieving 
the objectives at the territories’ political level 
(Stead, 2013). 

4. Conclusions
This study explored the existing 

publications in the Web of Science database 
on territorial governance, providing 
an overview of the main aspects that 
characterize this research field.  

The topic of “Territorial Governance” 
has grown in the last six years, with 2019 
being the year with the highest scientific 
production, indicating that interest on the 
part of the academic community to develop 
research on this topic is recent.  

On the other hand, the three countries 
with the highest scientific production in 
the field are European (France, Spain, and 
Italy) and have a high economic development. 
Nevertheless, Brazil is among the Latin 
American countries that have published the 
most papers on the subject (21); theorists 
from other Latin American countries 
must pay greater attention to this type of 
research. Colombia, a politically centralized 
and administratively decentralized country, 
thus becoming the best study scenario 
for understanding territorial governance, 
providing opportunities for analysis in social 
territories with an agricultural identity, this 
time addressing problems in the correlation 
of the different stakeholders, or actants as 
Latour, 2008put it. 

Concerning the bibliographic coupling 
analysis, seven relevant topics or areas of 
research on territorial governance were 
identified: (i) European Spatial Planning 
and Institutional Change, (ii) Conflicts 
in Land-Use, (iii) Sustainable Territorial 

Development, (iv) the LEADER program, (v) 
European Integration, (vi) Cohesion Policy, 
and (vii) Urban-Rural Interface, which serve 
as thematic axes and conceptual guidance in 
the field.  

Lastly, the analysis of most recurring terms 
showed that development and policy are two 
crucial central research axes for the subject of 
territorial governance because this practice/
process encourages regional development at 
different levels (economic, social, political, 
etc.), promoting the articulation of different 
territorial actors. It also allows identifying 
those terms that are new to the field, such as 
sustainability and resilience. The first term 
is the one that has most recently prompted 
studies or research in this field concerning 
local agrifood systems that, for social 
reasons, have created territorial identities 
based on agricultural symbols such as coffee, 
rice, avocado, among others, broadening the 
complex economic developments spectrum in 
small environments.  

5. Limitations and future lines of 
research 

Among the limitations of this study is 
the source of information used because the 
papers’ search took place only in the Web of 
Science (WOS) database. There might be a 
range of information left unanalyzed.

Concerning future studies, we propose 
research that promotes integration between 
water resources management and land 
use planning, with a view to fostering a 
sustainable and safe territorial future for 
different nations, as well as improving the 
resilience of river-adjacent territories, as 
these are considered sensitive strategic 
areas in need of control and preservation 
(Voghera, 2020). On the other hand, Auzins 
(2019) proposes introducing a new approach, 
i.e., value-based planning (VLP), to improve 
land-use management in European countries 
by meeting the following objectives: (i) 
more solidary and collaborative improved 
territorial governance, (ii) guaranteed 
implementation of spatial planning, and (iii) 
balanced planning interests. Concerning 
the above, it is proposed for future studies 
to apply this new approach in contexts other 
than the European. It is also proposed for 
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stakeholders to be sufficiently involved 
when discussing methodological solutions on 
territorial matters.  

Finally, the issue of territorial 
sustainability is new and requires more 
attention from theorists. Therefore, we 
propose research focusing on determining 
those influential factors and processes that 
must be observed to achieve territorial 
sustainability (Castanho, 2019). Even more 
so in the restoration of social activities 
following preventive isolation due to the 
recent COVID-19 pandemic.
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